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victed felons constituting more than 70 per-
cent of the rejections.

These statistics should end any remaining
doubt that might exist. The Brady act is work-
ing.

This important public safety measure is
the result of the tireless efforts of two coura-
geous Americans, Jim and Sarah Brady. The
Bradys have waged a moral and political bat-
tle to save lives and to keep handguns out
of the hands of criminals. Their dedication
to ending gun violence and making our
streets safer is an inspiration to law enforce-
ment and all Americans. Last year, I was
deeply honored to bestow upon Jim the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom, the highest
honor our Nation can bestow on a citizen.

I look forward to working with the Bradys
to pass my antigang and youth violence legis-
lation, which will require child safety locks
for all handguns and apply the Brady act to
anyone who has committed a violent juvenile
offense.

NOTE: Public Law 103–159, ‘‘To provide for a
waiting period before the purchase of a handgun,
and for the establishment of a national instant
criminal background check system to be contacted
by firearms dealers before the transfer of any fire-
arm,’’ approved November 30, 1993, took effect
on February 28, 1994.

Statement on the Death of Peggy
Browning

February 28, 1997

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of Peggy Browning. Through her
devotion to the law and determination in en-
couraging fair labor practices, Peggy contrib-
uted greatly to constructive and harmonious
labor relations in this country. Her distin-
guished career was marked by compassion,
good judgment, and, especially in recent
months, courage. Her dedicated service will
be sorely missed. Our prayers and sym-
pathies are with her family at this time.

Statement on Signing International
Population Assistance Program
Legislation
February 28, 1997

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.J.
Res. 36, which approves a Presidential find-
ing related to international population pro-
grams. Approval of this joint resolution per-
mits the release on March 1 of funds pre-
viously appropriated for international popu-
lation assistance programs administered by
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID). In making these funds avail-
able without further delay we are assuring
that these programs will continue to serve
the many millions of women and men whose
health and well-being—and ability to plan
their own futures—depend on family plan-
ning services supported by USAID. More-
over, we are underscoring the indisputable
fact that family planning reduces abortion—
as best evidenced by significant declines in
abortion rates as family planning services are
becoming available in Russia and Central and
Eastern Europe.

The passage of this joint resolution at the
opening of the 105th Congress is particularly
gratifying as it signifies what we can accom-
plish by working together—Democrats and
Republicans. By agreeing to secure the time-
ly release of these funds, we are assuring that
the United States will continue to lead the
world in providing voluntary family planning
assistance. More importantly, we are helping
the women of the world to prevent millions
of unintended pregnancies, permit the
healthy spacing of births, prevent the spread
of sexually transmitted diseases, including
HIV/AIDS, reduce recourse to abortion, and
avert deaths from childbirth that often leave
infants and their siblings motherless.

It is clear to me—and I am delighted that
a strong bipartisan group of legislators in the
House and Senate has joined in affirming the
view—that family planning is a key element
of our comprehensive strategy to improve
women’s health and station in life, and to in-
crease child survival rates. By their votes,
Members of Congress have shown their con-
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